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Distance education is an old idea and has been practiced for a long time through self-study, correspondence approaches and various sorts of radio and television models. To a degree, all of these have served important purposes and have helped thousands of people who received the education. However a great deal of excitement  developed  at the possibility that high quality education might be deliverable over the newly  emerging Internet to learners at great or small distances. There were good reasons for this excitement. 
In this paper, we will review what information and data, qualitative and quantitative, are available to indicate whether the excitement over the promise of internet learning was justified. We will also address the prognosis, looking ahead, for continued progress, world-wide, in internet learning.  
This prognosis will be very bright if we can begin a conversation about the need to agree on definitions and standards, that are not country- or region-specific,  and which  address these points:  (1) What are the qualitative and quantitative attributes of high-quality internet education,  how are these to be measured and has there been progress in measuring them?   (2) How are we to measure the degree of adoption of internet education in a country, and are such measurements being reported?  (3) What is the best definition of blended education (combined internet and traditional face-to-face), what is the degree of adoption of this modality, how is it best applied and what is the long-term prognosis? All of these points will be taken up in this paper.
Only by engaging in serious discussion of these and related matters, will we be in a position to compare internet education programs across different countries or different  regions.  By adopting similar  common language as a framework for improvements,  we will ultimately be able establish online education to the level where different countries to apply it for the benefit of the largest number of people.

 
